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In January SIPA was
asked by the Ministry of Finance to
provide input into agricultural PST.
SIPA highlighted the need for
irrigation districts to also be exempt
from PST on capital agricultural
purchases. Although changes for
districts were not included in the
2022-23 budget, the ministry of
finance is considering a
comprehensive review of the PST
application. SIPA will continue
communications to work for
recognition of irrigation districts in
this review.

[CLICK HERE FOR SIPA’'s LETTER
TO THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
AND RESPONSE].

SIPA board members,
along with other irrigating farmers,
have been asked by the WSA and

MOA to participate in a newly-

formed technical working group to

support the Westside Irrigation
Project pre-design work. The group
has had two meetings so far and
plans to continue to meet monthly.
The purpose of the group is to help
provide producer knowledge and
feedback to government on technical
aspects of the project’s design

concepts and components.

2022 SIPA Board and Staff. From left: Roger Pederson (Vice-Chair), Jillian Brown (Executive Director), Grant Pederson (LDDA
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Director), Miles Heck (SWDA Director), Aaron Gray (LDDA Chair), Julie-Anne Howe (SEDA Vice-Chair), Rodney Fairbrother (SWDA
Director), Sandra Bathgate (Admin./Treasurer). Not pictured: Joel VanderSchaaf (LDDA Director), Blaine White (SWDA Director),

Murray Purcell (NDA Director), Larry Lee (LDDA Director).

New Executive
Director, New Office
in Outlook

In January SIPA board of directors and staff completed
three days of strategic planning, with targeted activities for
the next five years and affirming our mission and values.
SIPA will focus supporting our membership over the next

five years in five key areas:

(1) Policy Advocacy for Irrigating Farmers

(2) Irrigation Expansion and Development

(3) Economic and Value-Added Irrigation Research
(4) Public Education and Trust Building

(5) Member Extension and Networking Services

Jillian Brown (MSc.) has been brought on as a full-time
executive director to help carry out these goals and SIPA
has opened an office in Outlook, Saskatchewan at 305
Saskatchewan Ave W. (Remax building). Jillian is looking
forward to hearing from membership and getting out and

learning about the different projects in Saskatchewan.

Westside Irrigation
Expansion Project

Two years after the announcement of $4 billion dollars of
investment into Saskatchewan irrigation it is becoming hard to
understand how little progress appears to have been made,
which is disheartening. However, Water Security agency
remains in contact monthly with SIPA on the project. Even though
it is hard to see, there is a lot of time and effort being spent by
many levels of government and across ministries behind the
scenes to ensure the project is successful in the long run. The
project is one of the largest proposed water development
expansions in Saskatchewan’s history, meaning there are many
layers of environmental, duty to consult and cost considerations
to address. This has to be done properly. The provincial
government has committed an additional $23 million dollars in
2022 to continue the efforts to move the project forward. Right
now the project's government team and external consultant are
nearing the end of planning and pre-design of the project and it
is hoped that this summer will bring new opportunities to gain
insight into the behind the scenes work that is happening. SIPA
looks forward to continuing to share with the government and the
public the substantial value to the province and massive producer
interest to support moving the project forward as quickly as

possible.

“Great enterprises fail because people become tired and lose heart but a

country is built on the dreams of those who will not let them die”.

Saskatchewan Rivers Development Association, Plaque 2, Gardiner Dam/Lake Diefenbaker



http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SIPA-PST-Response.pdf

SIPA has been asked to analyze and
report on the economics of two pilot

projects by WSA that are looking at

the feasibility of developing irrigation

from this drainage. The work will
also look at developing tools for other
farmers to better understand if this
could be an option for their own
farms. We are excited to bring more

details to membership on this soon.

In February SIPA reported on the
economic impacts of the Baildon
Irrigation District. This report was
provided to support ongoing
negotiations with the city of Moose
Jaw for effluent supply and
highlighted the substantial economic
value of this irrigation project. [CLICK
HERE FOR BAILDON ECONOMIC
IMPACT REPORT]

The Ministry of Agriculture is well
underway into negotiations of a bi-
lateral agreement with the federal
government on the next round of
CAP funding. In February SIPA was
asked to participate in industry
engagement sessions on the new
programming. Another round of
consultations is expected in the
fourth quarter of 2022. Please reach
out to SIPA and let us know with
what you would like us to be sure to

include in the feedback we provide

during consultations.
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Above, Open Mic Meeting Discussion: Front (facing audience), from left: Aaron Gray (SIPA Chair), Rick Burton (Deputy Minister of
Agriculture), Clinton Molde (Executive Director, Irrigation Development, WSA), Shawn Jaques (President and CEO, WSA)

On March 29th senior leadership with the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and Water Security Agency (WSA) met with SIPA

membership to discuss ongoing concerns and provide updates on works in progress. Thank you to everyone who was able

to participate. [CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL MEETING NOTES]|

Mark your calendars for the next open mic session for SIPA membership, set for October 17th, 2022.
2022-23 Budget and Irrigation

In March SIPA was invited to Water Security Agency and Ministry of Agriculture’s Budget Briefing’s to preview major irrigation-
related spending announcements prior to their release in the afternoon of March 23rd. Key highlights from these releases included
$25 million dollars in spending from the WSA on irrigation development projects, $23 million on the Westside Irrigation Project
and $2 million for other, smaller, projects throughout Saskatchewan. $2.5 million was committed by the Ministry of Agriculture for
on-farm irrigation development. This is the second-half of the $5 million dollars in spending for the next two year announced by

the Ministry of Agriculture last year.
SaskPower and Irrigation Expansion

The cost and nature of power line construction and transformer installation are still one of the biggest impediments to
successful future irrigation development in Saskatchewan. SIPA is currently in ongoing discussions with SaskPower and
the Crown Investment Crop and have brought forward three key limitations.

1) Cost and availability of adequate capacity, including the need for widely available 400-amp services and a highlighting
how cost prohibitive installation of 3-phase power is relative to the other farm-level costs in irrigation operations.

2) The need for financing options to manage the high upfront development costs of power needs.

3) Extending shared load/shared line from 5 to at least 7 years for secondary development and

4) Increasing the usage rebate received on power infrastructure cost for irrigating producers from 2 years of use.

Our talks continue and SaskPower has been very willing and accommodating as we bring these concerns forward. We

will continue to update our members as our discussions continue.

Please see the full letter here:|[CLICK HERE TO VIEW LETTER TO SASK POWER FROM SIPA]



http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Baildon-Project-Impact-Analysis_March-28.pdf
http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SIPA-Open-Mic-Meeting-Notes-March-29-2022.pdf
http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SIPA-CIC-Letter-2.pdf

Industry Opportunities and Upcoming Events
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Save the Date! October 17™, 2022 Next Open Mic. A “ m
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On October 171, 2022 SIPA will again host an open mic session with the Ministry of

Agriculture and the Water Security Agency and SIPA membership. In addition to follow up

on actions and key take aways of the March 29" meeting, please bring forward new topics

..J
for this next meeting. ‘

Deadlines Extended to Bioriginal Looking to Contract Borage Acres, 2022 Season
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Dece ber’ 2022 Flat rate CAD 7.00 / Kg of cleaned borage seed up to 300 Kg/ac yield. If seed yield is BlU"glnaI

Government funding partnership above 300Kg/acre yield, Bioriginal pays CAD 1.00 / Kg for each extra Kg of cleaned

support funds are available for up seeds. Minimum seed yield guarantee of 200 kg/ac if there is no plant emergence issue

$1,320 M ) (plant stands > 40 per M2). Contact Guohai Wu at gwu@bioriginal for more information.
, per irrigable acre, to a

maximum of $00,000 for new irrigation

Irrigation Alley at Ag in Motion - smmmmyy
development and improved irrigation SIPA is working to support the development of “Irrigation Alley” for the 2022 July Ag in "a :; ;:Efﬁ=
environmental efficiency (up to Motion Event. The event is intended to be a “one-stop-shop” for irrigation-related booths Ag in Mation
$50,000. All public irrigation funding and information. We are in on-going discussions with event organizers now and welcome Western Canada’s Dutdoor Farm Expo

opportunities can be found on our your ideas on what demonstrations or features you would like to see in the development of

this new show feature.
website. [CLICK HERE FOR FUNDING

OPPORTUNITIES]

SIPA Member Update Issue 01 April 2022

@ Contact Us

Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA)

Office:

305 Saskatchewan Ave W. Outlook Sk.

Mailing Address: Box 1503 Outlook Sk. SOL2NO
phone 306-796-4727

email jillianbrown.sipa@gmail.com

https://wwwirrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/contact-us/


https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/new-irrigators/

