
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
In January and February 2022, the Ministry of Agriculture shared a survey to irrigators on barriers to irrigation. The most 

significant barriers were (1) Agency responsiveness and (2) complexity of the development process was the identified as 

the most significant and important barriers. Other barriers identified, listed by how limiting they are, include: 

 Cost and availability of power 

 Availability to source primary infrastructure (pumps, canals/pipelines) 

 Knowledge sharing of government programs and funding related to infrastructure 

 Ability to source on farm infrastructure (Pivot, pipe, drain) 

 Information to enable successful transition from tradition corps to high-value (nontraditional) crops under irrigation 

 Knowledge on the benefits of irrigation vs. dryland 

 Lack of water source 

 Water storage options 

 Development of new market knowledge 

 Investment in capital infrastructure and specialty equipment.  
 

The joint executive working group, made up of the chairs and vice-

chairs of ICDC and SIPA have come together to design a new logo 

to represent “Irrigation Saskatchewan”. This logo will be championed 

by both organizations to highlight shared efforts to support and drive-

forward growth in the industry.  

Over the next several months the joint committee will work together 

to prepare to ask membership for a vote at December’s AGM to 

amalgamate the two organizations in the next few years. More 

information will come in the annual conference package.  

One voice, benefiting both organizations, will ensure both are 

stronger together.  

QUARTERLY 
MEMBER 
UPDATE SIPA Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association  

PST Review by 
Ministry of Finance 

The SK Ministry of Finance 

has confirmed they are 

undertaking a 

comprehensive review of the 

PST exemptions, including 

how they apply to on and off-

farm irrigation infrastructure.  

SIPA has committed to 

providing a report to the 

Ministry to highlight the need 

to exemptions on off-farm 

infrastructure in the coming 

months. If you would like to 

provide input into what is 

provided to the Ministry of 

Finance, please contact 

SIPA.  

SaskPower/Irrigator Working Group Formed 
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Saskatchewan’s Voice for Irrigation 

ICDC/SIPA New Shared Logo to Promote Saskatchewawan 

Irrigation 

In July of 2022 SIPA had their second monthly meeting of the SaskPower/SIPA joint working 

group. This group, made up of executive management from both organizations has been 

set up a line of communication to discuss issues Irrigators are facing relating to SaskPower.  

The purpose is to bring forward and resolve challenges for irrigating farmers and address 

any changes needed to SaskPower policy relating to irrigation.  

Please let us know your experiences good or bad with SaskPower and your irrigation and 

what you would like to be brough forward to the group. 

SIPA is currently advocating now for an increase in the length of time for a shared line 

reimbursement, more transparency in road allowance flexibility and quote itemization and 

direct payment from CAP funding to SaskPower, to alleviate cashflow burden for farmers.   

Survey Results on Irrigation Barriers 



ICDC/SIPA New Shared Logo to Promote Saskatchewawan 
Irrigation 
 

 

  
An information package has been created by the Water Security Agency for consultation 

purposes. The document summarizes activities that have been completed and need to be 

completed in preliminary work. These include: 

 Environmental and geotechnical desktop and field studies to inform and develop the 

environmental technical proposals have now been developed and is expected to be 

generally completed in 2022 with ongoing additions as phases progress.  

 The FSIN has submitted a request to the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada to review 

the proposed project and a decision was made not to designate the project at this time due 

to its conceptual nature and lack of information. WSA is working with First Nations and 

Metis to ensure Treaty and Aboriginal Rights are respected and upheld at all stages of the 

project. Indigenous engagement has been ongoing with information packages, an 

engagement event and ongoing meetings with interested First Nations and Metis Local. 

While a Duty to Consult has not yet been triggered on the project there are ongoing 

preparation work to ensure that if and when a Duty to Consult is triggered progress delays 

will be limited.   

 The preliminary design phase of the engineering work, including hydrological, engineering 

design, water quality and soils and agriculture were completed in early summer 2022 and 

the information is now being used to develop a business case analysis, led by the business 

consulting agency, KPMG.  

 It will take several months for revisions, changes, and direction to be provided internally by 

the provincial government with expectation for a completed pre-design (preliminary) report 

summary be released to the public on this work in late fall 2022.  

 The next stages of development will include detailed engineering design and tendering, 

followed by major procurement and construction of major works and commissioning  

SIPA will continue to provide updates which are also available on www.diefenbakerirrigation.ca. 

Questions and concerns can also be forwarded to WSAIrrigation@wsask.ca or to SIPA. 

Input into WSA 

Agricutlural 

Drainage Policy 

In addition to ongoing 

work looking at the 

economics of 

opportunistic irrigation in 

two pilot projects through 

WSA SIPA was asked to 

provide input into the 

Agricultural Water 

Management Mitigation 

(Drainage) policy the 

agency is developing in 

sessions on July 25th. 

Aaron Gray, SIPA board 

chairman spoke strongly 

of the need to recognize 

the stewardship efforts 

of farmers and to 

acknowledge the need to 

build a policy that 

coincides with 

production.  

  Contact Us 

Summary on Westside Irrigation Project’s 
(WIP) Progress 

Membership Updates 

 SIPA Board Member Nominations If you are willing to advocate for irrigation in Saskatchewan, or want to solve 

problems you and others are facing as an irrigator please consider putting your name forward to become nominated as a 

SIPA board member at the next AGM. This is an opportunity to move forward real change in the industry and SIPA 

welcomes your knowledge and experience to the team. 

• 2022 Membership Price Increase 

At the last AGM, in December 2021, SIPA membership voted to approve an increase in membership fees from $0.40 per acre 

to $0.60. This will help enable the work SIPA does to advocate for irrigation producer objectives and support. SIPA staff will 

be sending invoices for 2022 membership over the coming weeks.  



  

Irrigation Alley at Ag in Motion 

Communicating the Importance 
of Saskatchewn Irrigation 

At this year’s Ag in Motion, SIPA successfully 

coordinated “Irrigation Alley”. In this industry 

showcase SIPA partnered with ICDC, the Water 

Security Agency, the Ministry of Agriculture (Crops 

and Irrigation Branch), and many others to provide 

information and resources. This is in addition to many 

other irrigation industry exhibitors all showcased 

together including Western Water Management, 

Southern Irrigation, Prairie Mechanics, NewWay 

Irrigation, and more. 

RIGHT,  Jillian 
Brown 
Presents at the 
SSGA 109th 
AGM and 
ConvenƟon, 
June 7th, 2022. 

BELOW,  Jillian Brown and SIPA Chair 
Aaron Gray and Federal Agricultural 
Minister, Marie-Claud Bibeau in 
Saskatoon July 20th.  

Advocating the importance of Saskatchewan Irrigation is a 

key prerogative of SIPA. This quarter we have had the 

opportunity to present at the SSGA convention, at the 

Knowledge tent at Ag in Motion and to discuss the sector 

with Federal Agriculture Minister, Marie-Claud Bibeau when 

she visited Saskatoon July 20thfor the signing of the bi-

lateral agricultural funding agreements between the 

provinces and the federal government. Key messages 

shared with the minister about irrigation in Saskatchewan 

included: (1) irrigation enables more carbon capture by 

having stronger root/plant systems, (2) supporting les 

nutrient runoff/phosphorus loading in our streams and lakes 

with more roots/trash to filter and stronger soils to hold 

spring runoff in place, (3) all these benefits while increasing 

our GDP contributions per acre. Ms. Bibeau requested her 

Western staffing counterpart be put in touch with SIPA to 

work to leverage this input.  

ABOVE,  Jillian Brown presents at the Knowledge Booth at Ag in MoƟon on IrrigaƟon 
in Saskatchewan. BELOW, IrrigaƟon Saskatchewan’s shared booth at the IrrigaƟon 
Alley Industry Showcase at the 2022 Ag in MoƟon farm show.    

Special Thanks to Our Industry Partners at the Booth: 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

Office: 
305 Saskatchewan Ave W. Outlook Sk.  
Mailing Address: Box 1503 Outlook Sk. S0L2N0 
phone 306-796-4727  
email jillianbrown.sipa@gmail.com 

https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/contact-us/ 
 

Contact SIPA 
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Showcasing SIPA Industry Partners 
 
Southern Irrigation 
Southern Irrigation has over 35 years of irrigation experience in 

Western Canada and has become a leader in providing 

intelligent water solutions. Southern Irrigation started by being a 

pioneer in drip irrigation and is now excited to be leading the 

introduction of subsurface drip irrigation and its many benefits to 

Western Canada. 

We pride ourselves in supplying and installing superior products 

designed for efficiency and reliability. Our team is fully equipped 

with experienced and certified designers and the resources 

needed to provide complete solutions for any size irrigation 

project or water solution. Southern Irrigation does much more 

than just irrigation; we supply products for septic, drainage, 

waterworks, dust control, fire suppression, water treatment and 

much more. southernirrigation.com 

Zimmatic, by Lindsay 

Ever since the first center pivot design more than 50 years ago, 

Zimmatic has continued to be a leader in innovation. Today 

Zimmatic delivers the most durable line of rugged and 

technologically advanced irrigation solutions to help optimize 

your operation for the best growing season yet. 

www.lindsay.com 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing Sponsorship 
Opportunities SIPA has 

begun to reach out to industry 

and government partners to 

support our work to promote 

irrigation and provide 

advocacy and support to 

encourage irrigation 

development. If you are 

interested in supporting SIPA 

through sponsorship and the 

promotional opportunities 

available in our engagement 

work, please contact us. Our 

conference is around the 

corner, and this is a great time 

to get involved. 

Upcoming Events  
 Outlook Rodeo, August 14th 2022 Join us on August 14th at the Outlook Riverbank Rodeo tradeshow. More information and 

schedules on their Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/outlookrodeo/ 

 CSIDC Virtual Field Day CSIDC will have their field days virtually this year 

Field Crops August 31st 9-11 am  

Register at: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/370572170337  

Horticulture Crops September 1st 9-11 am  

Register at: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/370587987647 

 Next Open Mic, October 17th, 2022 An opportunity for SIPA membership to meet and discuss irrigation issues they are facing 

with Ministry of Agriculture and Water Security Agency leadership.  

 December 5-7th Irrigation Saskatchewan Conference, at Dakota Dunes Last year of the conference’s most successful to date. 


