
August 
2023 

Issue 5 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 

https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/membership/ 

If you irrigate or have a vested interest in seeing irrigation in 
Saskatchewan be successful, join today! 
For a full list of member benefits, visit: 

SASKATCHEWAN IRRIGATION PROJECTS ASSOC. (SIPA) 

RM OF RUDY DECLARES STATE OF 
EMERGENCY DUE TO DROUGHT: 

On July 24th, 2023 the RM of Rudy declared an agricultural 

disaster as a result of severe ongoing drought in 2023. The 

RM called on the Federal and provincial governments to 

provide disaster relief to farmers and ranchers in the area. 

“Cattle producers without irrigation are calling those with 

irrigation in the hopes of finding some feed for their herds. 

 

IN THE HOPES OF FINDING SOME FEED FOR THEIR HERDS 

INSIDE THE ISSUE : 

In severe drought conditions like this, the difference 

between irrigated land and non-irrigated land is stark: it 

is the difference between a crop and no crop. 

The RM strongly advises that for real, lasting protection 

from drought disaster, Governments must commit to 

funding the irrigation expansion plan for the region.” 

 

 
For more information contact Trent Sim, Administrator, 

RM of Rudy No. 284. The full press release can be 

found [here]. 

 

02. Call for Straw 
03. Amalgamation Update 
05. SMRs and Saskatchewan 
06. Work on the Quill Lakes by WSA 

“ 

In the RM of Rudy, considerable irrigation assets present a potential bright spot for some production, but 

the constant demands are straining the available infrastructure to deliver above its current capacity. 

Pumps have been running non-stop all this growing season, causing problems like overheating and 

unplanned shutdowns. To compensate, temporary pumps have been added to try to brace the water 

delivery system where possible and meet the heightened need. 

  

Steve Primrose said this canola crop – the plants in 
the two images are just metres apart – is an 
example of the difference irrigation can make amid 
drought conditions. (Kendall Latimer/CBC) 

https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/membership/
http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/News-Release-Drought-Disaster-2023.pdf


REGISTRATIONS OPENS AUGUST 31, 2023 
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 

SAVE $75.00 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current focus is on the Westside 

Rehabilitation and Expansion Projects, 

which could expand irrigation in the 

province by up to 340,000 acres. 

The best time to move forward on 
this project was yesterday. 

Reports for the Westside Projects preliminary engineering and financial analysis continue to be finalized 

and the province continues to press forward on increasing irrigation across Saskatchewan with 

considerable success. The best time to move forward on this project was yesterday. Another year of 

drought mean farm losses and crop insurance payouts and lost opportunity.  

 

The South Saskatchewan River irrigation 
District No. 1 Inc. (SSRID) and the Luck Lake 
Irrigation District (LLID) are facilitating straw 
dropping initiatives within the districts.  
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CALL FOR STRAW: 

LAKE DIEFENBAKER 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (LDIEP) 
The Government of Saskatchewan continues 

in its commitment to move forward with the 

Lake Diefenbaker Irrigation Project. It is a 

unique, generational project. 

2023 Irrigation Saskatchewan 

The districts have asked that all irrigators consider dropping their straw to help feed livestock 
throughout the winter months. 
The SSRID and LLID offices will facilitate communications between irrigators and livestock 

producers. If you are interested in participating as a buyer or seller, please contact your nearest 

district office: 

 
 

SSRID District Office 
Krystine 

(306) 867-9923 

 
 

LLID District Office 
Annette 

(306) 858-7271 

 
 Registration Opening Soon! 

2023 IRRIGATION SASKATCHEWAN CONFERENCE 

Murad Al-Katib 

https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/conference/ 
 

For Sponsorship Opportunities, please contact: Jillian.Brown@IrrigationSaskatchewan.com 

2023 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

MURAD AL-KATIB 

PRESIDENT & CEO AGT FOODS 
Banquet to be provided by: 

https://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/conference/
mailto:jillian.brown@irrigationsaskatchewan.com


Amalgamation 

If you have questions or concerns about the application of PST to your irrigation investment, please contact SIPA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Irrigation Saskatchewan Steering Committee (ISSC) was struck in January 2023 and has a mandate to prepare 

an informed plan for moving forward with an amalgamation of ICDC and SIPA coming together as Irrigation 

Saskatchewan. The ISSC is made up of board members from the South Saskatchewan River Irrigation District 

(SSRID), the Riverhurst Irrigation District (RID), the Luck Lake Irrigation District (LLID), the Baildon Irrigation District 

(BID), private irrigators as well as ICDC and SIPA staff. The ISSC is working to prepare an informed plan for 

moving forward on the amalgamation. The ISSC has engaged a consultant to assist with this work and will 

prepare a presentation for membership at the 2023 ICDC and SIPA AGMs. 
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MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT: 

PST 
SIPA has also repeatedly engaged with the Ministry of Finance over the last several weeks regarding the incorrect 

application of PST to individual irrigator projects on items such as trenching services for the project construction. 

SIPA was made aware of contractors incorrectly being advised by the Ministry of Finance to apply PST which we 

responded to and had corrected. 

 

On July 25th SIPA provided the Ministry of Finance with a report and request that Saskatchewan’s 

Irrigation Districts be considered eligible for PST agricultural exemptions. 

The full report can be found [here]. 

2023 www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA 
 

SIPA will meet with the Minister of the Environment on August 23rd to discuss the need for long term consistency 
and fairness in criteria applied by the Ministry to irrigation projects. 
 
SIPA hopes to establish better lines of communications to leadership within the ministry to solve problems 

experienced by our members and potential irrigation projects. If you are experiencing challenges with the 

Ministry of the environment or have suggested for topics to bring forward at this meeting, please contact SIPA. 

POWER INTERUPTIONS AFFECTING IRRIGATORS 

582 
MW 

LOSS 

Some Irrigation Districts have been experiencing recent repeated interruptions. 

These repeated interruptions are tied to the failure at the Poplar River Power 

Station. On June 2nd, 2023 a dyke broke and debris went into the station reservoir 

shutting down the station, a provincial loss of 582 megawatts of power. Consistent 

extreme heat over the last few weeks has compounded the issue and interruptions 

throughout the first week of August at least are anticipated as SaskPower attempts 

to avoid requiring provincial rolling blackouts. 

 
SASKPOWER WORKING GROUP: 
SIPA and SaskPower continue to meet quarterly in a joint working 

group, made up of management from both organizations, and designed 

to be a direct line of communication to discuss issues SIPA members are 

facing related to SaskPower. Please reach out to SIPA if you are facing 

challenges with SaskPower on your project or in your district. 

 

If you would like more information on the amalgamation or have questions or concerns, please 

contact: Jeff Ewen ICDC Chairman at jeff.ewen@irrigationsaskatchewan.com or 

Aaron Gray SIPA Chairman at aaron.gray@irrigationsaskatchewan.com. 

http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Irrigation-Districts-and-the-Agricultural-PST-Exemption.pdf
mailto:jeff.ewen@irrigationsaskatchewan.com
mailto:aaron.gray@irrigationsaskatchewan.com


Subsurface drip irrigation, also known as SDI has been around since the 1960’s when Netafim, an Israeli company 
was asked to create an irrigation technique to water the deserts in Israel. Since then, SDI has been installed in 
millions of acres worldwide, in both small and large fields. Ten years ago, Southern Irrigation started installing SDI 
in Southern Alberta. In 2022, Southern Irrigation started installing an SDI project in Lucky Lake, Saskatchewan. This 
project is 960 acres, and that year, 485 acres were installed. 

 

 

 

If you are a SIPA member and would like to attend or 
have a topic you would like to bring forward a call for 
speakers, topics and registration will be made 
available September 1st on social media and by email. 

 
 
Saskatchewan is committed to growing the agriculture irrigation sector. The Provincial Growth Plan 
has targets of 85,000 acres of new irrigation by the year 2030. In the three-year period from 2020-
2022 the province experienced growth of over 35,000 acres of new irrigation. Recent analysis has 
shown that irrigation increased the value of primary production by $868.66 per acre annually in the 
Lake Diefenbaker Development Area. The Saskatchewan Irrigation Information Booklet is an annual 
publication that will provide an overview of Saskatchewan’s irrigation industry by detailing 
statistical information and data. This booklet will provide data on irrigated acres and districts in the 
province, crops being grown under irrigation, and climatic data. This publication can be accessed 
on the Government of Saskatchewan webpage under the Irrigation section here: Irrigation | Crops 
and Irrigation | Government of Saskatchewan or click [HERE]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date – Oct. 17th Open Mic Session 
On October 17th in Outlook Saskatchewan SIPA will host its 
fourth open-Mic session. Senior leadership from WSA and 
Ministry of Ag will be invited to meet with SIPA members to 
continue to work to solve problems to enable irrigation 
project success. Representatives from SaskPower, TSask, 
Ministry of the Environment, and the Ministry of Highways 
will also be invited to hear, learn and present to 
stakeholders in the irrigation industry. 

www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com 

2023 Irrigation Saskatchewan 
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LUCKY LAKE 
SUBSURFACE DRIP 
IRRIGATION FIELD 

PROJECT 

For this project, water is being 

pumped out of Lake 

Diefenbaker (pictured above 

left), up an elevation of 150 

feet. There are three pumping 

stations and one large central 

filtration centre where water is 

filtered to 120 microns. 

 

A dripline runs every three feet 

across the field, and each dripline 

is 2660 feet in length. Each 

quarter-section is divided into 10 

zones controlled by an electronic 

valve which communicate with 

the controller via a solar-powered 

RTU data collector.  

 

During the project, if the RTU loses line 

of sight with the filter station, a repeater 

can be placed, making the scale and 

scope of a project nearly unlimited. 

Currently, Southern Irrigation is working 

on completing another 320 acres. The 

entire project in Lucky Lake is expected 

to be completed by 2024.  

 Contact Kees Van Beek for more information: 
(403) 593-8901 or kees.v@southernirrigation.com 

 

For more information, please contact: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, Crops and Irrigation Branch 
Box 609, 410 Saskatchewan Avenue West Outlook, SK, Canada S0L 2N0, Phone: (306) 867-5500 Email: irrigation@gov.sk.ca 

 

Saskatchewan Irrigation Information Booklet 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/irrigation
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/irrigation
http://www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Irrigation_Information_Booklet.pdf
mailto:irrigation@gov.sk.ca


Highlights of the workshop include discussions surrounding: 

Thank you to the Lindsay Corporation, producer of the Zimmatic pivot for their partnership. 2023 is Lindsay’s 
second year of partnering with SIPA. Partnership with companies like Lindsay help keeps costs for all SIPA members 
low as we continue our important work to advocate on behalf of Saskatchewan irrigators. 
 
Ever since introducing its first center pivot design more than 50 years ago, Zimmatic (by Lindsay), has continued to 
be a leader in innovation. Today Zimmatic delivers some of the most durable and technologically advanced 
irrigation pivot, lateral and control panel solutions to help optimize operation. 
 

Visit http://www.lindsay.com/ for full product line details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMALL MODULAR REACTORS (SMRs) 
and SASKATCHEWAN 
An update from Stephanie Boyle, SIPA Board 

Member and SMR Engagement Representative. 

COST 
OTHER 

JURASDICTIONS 
GREENHOUSE 

GAS EMISSIONS 

SaskPower has noted that early 
reports show SMR technology should 
be competitive with existing power 
solutions. Further analysis is being 
finalized however, SaskPower said 

they would not deploy nuclear with a 
cost increase. 

SaskPower has been working in 
depth with New Brunswick 

Power, Ontario Power and TVA 
(Tennessee Valley Authority) who 
are also looking at and deploying 

SMR technology. 

SMR’s won’t be a total solution 
to a reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions as the Federal and 
Provincial governments are 

planning. SMR technology will 
be a start but other solutions are 

still needed. 

Additionally, there were two independent presentations regarding nuclear safety. A physicist from the 
University of Calgary spoke regarding the three main nuclear accidents (Fukushima, Three Mile Island and 
Chernobyl), the lessons learned from these and he explained why these would never happen again. Each 
disaster had different scenarios but to simplify, reactors are now designed and regulated to have natural 
circulation as well as multiple levels of containment. The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission also spoke 
regarding Canadian regulations and safety protocols. Both presenters assured the group that nuclear power 
is safe. 

SaskPower has a really great website detailing the work done to date. There are a lot of documents and 
infographics that explain FAQ’s, the location process, what a SMR is, how water flows in an SMR, how to 
manage nuclear waste etc. Anyone with questions or curiosity around the project is encouraged to check 
out the following link: 
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2023 www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com/SIPA 
 

Highlighting an Irrigation Partner: 

SIPA has been involved in SaskPower Regional 

Evaluation Process (REP). The most recent 

event was attendance at the REP Presentation 

Workshop #4 – Elbow on May 16, 2023. 

 

https://www.saskpower.com/Our-Power-Future/Infrastructure-Projects/Construction-
Projects/Planning-and-Construction-Projects/Planning-for-Nuclear-Power/Potential-Facility-Location 

 

http://www.lindsay.com/
https://www.saskpower.com/Our-Power-Future/Infrastructure-Projects/Construction-Projects/Planning-and-Construction-Projects/Planning-for-Nuclear-Power/Potential-Facility-Location
https://www.saskpower.com/Our-Power-Future/Infrastructure-Projects/Construction-Projects/Planning-and-Construction-Projects/Planning-for-Nuclear-Power/Potential-Facility-Location


The Quill Lakes Basin is a large wetland area in Saskatchewan that consists of three bodies of water: Big Quill 
Lake, Mud Lake and Little Quill Lake. Wet cycles, including 2010 to 2014, caused water levels to rise in the Quill 
lakes, resulting in farmland, infrastructure and property being threatened by flooding. To help address future 
impacts, the Water Security Agency has been working to identify solutions that will not only mitigate the risk of 
flooding, but also increase the productivity of agricultural lands in the area. 

Although the impact to the lake levels is small, 
irrigation development could be one of multiple 
tools to respond to landowner concerns in this area. 
WSA is committed to working with local landowners 
to identify interest in the prioritized areas. Some of 
these areas could use existing infrastructure for 
storage; for example, around the Elfros and 
Helgasson dams. 
 
Investing in irrigation infrastructure in the Quill Lakes 
Basin is a potential tool that could provide numerous 
local benefits. It provides drought-proofing and the 
ability to grow higher-value crops and increase 
yields. This results in an increase of on-farm profits, 
local jobs, and will provide economic sustainability to 
the area. 
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Using these methods of storage, the 2022 KGS 
Group study has identified 29 potential irrigated 
areas spanning 83,000 hectares. These irrigation 
projects have the potential to reduce water levels in 
the Quill lakes by 0.06-0.09 metres over a 50-year 
period, while also bringing significant economic 
benefits. It is estimated there would be a $1.2 
million net benefit if 24 quarter section pivots are 
developed. This is a win-win for the environment, 
local producers and the provincial economy. 
 

While it is a significant investment, WSA will continue to 
provide support to landowners who show interest. 

2023 Irrigation Saskatchewan 

WORK ON THE QUILL LAKES BY THE WATER SECURITY AGENCY: 

In-Stream Reservoirs 
In-stream reservoirs capture water flow by constructing a dam or weir within a river or stream. This study 
identified example options around the Quill lakes, including the existing Elfros and Helgasson community dams 
(i.e., rural municipality owned and operated dams). 
 
Off-Stream Reservoirs 
Off-stream reservoirs capture spring runoff and provide water storage for irrigation. It is the most flexible type of 
development, which is also the most expensive to build and operate. Off-Stream reservoir projects are scalable 
to small, medium or large-size developments from two to up to 16 pivots. Good quality water can be captured 
in spring and used throughout the rest of the growing season using this method. 
 
Wetlands 
Wetlands are low lying areas that hold water and are numerous around the Quill lakes. They range in size and 
can potentially be consolidated to create additional storage. A potential constraint for using wetlands as storage 
for irrigation is the risk that water quality will become poor later in the growing season. 
  
 

One option being considered is using inlet water for irrigation purposes. The water in the Quill lakes is very 
saline and would not be suitable to use for irrigation. Therefore, the goal for developing irrigation in the 
basin is to capture quality water before it reaches the Quill lakes. This would require water to be stored 
through in-stream reservoirs, off-stream storage and wetland storage. 
 
The Water Security Agency has been working closely with the Ministry of Agriculture on various small scale 
irrigation development projects across the province, including the Quill lakes, where we support each 
other through knowledge transferring, data management and client service. For the Quill lakes study, WSA 
hired KGS Group consulting firm to complete an irrigation potential assessment that will, among other 
things, identify potential storage locations. 
 
 Below is a brief description of three potential storage options: 
 

If you are a landowner with interest in the area or 
would like more information on the report, 

please contact SIPA or 
Joel Peru at the Water Security Agency at 
joel.peru@wsask.ca or at (306) 370 -1971. 

 

mailto:joel.peru@wsask.ca

